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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T                                           (Please play twice)     

Radio interviewer: I’m backstage at the Birmingham Hippodrome with the comedian Brian 

Conley.  Hello Brian.  Nice to see you again.                                                                            

Brian:         Nice to see you too.                                                                                                 

Radio interviewer:   Birmingham’s done well for you over the years, hasn’t it? 

Brian:         It certainly has.  It’s paid my mortgage, definitely.  I mean, it’s not far from 

where I live, it’s just up the motorway, and I love this theatre.  I’ve got some great memories 

of here.  Back in the 90s, especially, when I was doing panto with Britt Eckland, that was a 

really good time.                                                                                                                   

Radio interviewer:   You mention panto, which has, of course an element of audience 

participation and rowdiness.  How do you cope with that?  Is it something that’s difficult for 

you?                                                                                                                                          

Brian:         It is difficult, especially with the kids, you never know what they’re going to 

come up with.  But I’m up for that.  Some theatres don’t like the kids to come up on stage any 

more, they just finish with a musical number and that’s it, but I think that’s a shame, 

especially now I’ve got kids of my own.  What a lot of theatres do now is get the parents to 

come down and stand in the aisles, and if there’s a rowdy kid, we bring the parent up, and that 

puts the onus on the parent to keep the kid in check.  But I like all that participation.  It’s what 

gives it energy and makes it live.                                                                                          

Radio interviewer:   You do a range of different shows though, don’t you?                   

Brian:         Yes, I do musical theatre and corporate work as well as panto, but panto’s the 

best.  It plays to my strengths, you know.  I like the fact that it’s got everything, singing, 

dancing, comedy, and if there’s something in the papers that day, I can pick up on it and put it 

in the show.  And that’s something that only I can do, as the comedy character.  The other 

characters in the show can’t diverge from the script so much.  But I can.  It’s great.  When I 

work in musical theatre, I can’t do that.  I have to stick to the script.                                 

Radio Interviewer:   So where did it all begin, this comedy career?  When was your first time 

on stage?                                                                                                                                   

Brian:         The first time I was on stage was when I was two.  I was at this holiday camp and 

my mum and dad lost me in the dance hall.  Then they heard loads of people laughing and 

they saw me up on stage making a fool of myself.  That was it after that.  I was hooked.  But 

what has also driven me is the fact that I was dyslexic.  I found it difficult to keep up at 

school, because my writing was bad, so I naturally became the class clown, the school joker.  

But I was always a good singer, and singing was always my first love.  Comedy came later.  

When I started doing clubs when I was 17, I found that you get paid more for doing comedy 

than you do for singing.                                                                                                             

Radio Interviewer:   And you still do comedy now.                                                                  

Brian:         Yeah, I do.  Most of the comedy I do now is actually corporate work.  You know, 

these big work events, where there’s free food and drink.  It’s very lucrative, but it’s a tough 

crowd.  They’ve got a load of free alcohol and they get boozed up.  There’s a big demand for 

it these days, but a lot of famous comedians can’t do it.  I’ve learnt how to handle it over the 

years, and I’ve got an answer for every situation now.  I had to fall into it really, it pays the 

mortgage.                                                                                                                                    

Radio Interviewer:   And you still get nerves?  
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L I S T E N I N G  T A P E S C R I P T           (continued) 

Brian:         A guy once said to me that it doesn’t get any easier.  I dismissed that.  I used to 

reckon that as I got older and more experienced I’d be more relaxed and I wouldn’t get so 

nervous.  But I realise that he was right.  I want to do well, and that effects how you feel 

before the performance. 

Radio Interviewer:   Brian Conley, thank you very much. 
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R O L E P L A Y 

 

STUDENT 

You like travelling and adventure. You would like to go backpacking round Europe during 

your summer holidays. You do not want to go alone but your friend is not as adventurous as 

you are. What is more, s/he prefers comfort, would rather travel by plane and stay in a hotel. 

Discuss your plan with her/him and try to persuade her/him that this type of travelling has 

many positives. Put emphasis on the personal and financial aspects of this way of travelling. 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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R O L E P L A Y 

 

TEACHER 

Your friend is a very adventurous person and s/he likes backpacking holidays. You prefer a 

safer way of travelling and travelling by plane and staying in a hotel. Your friend is trying to 

persuade you to go backpacking with her/him round Europe during the summer holidays. You 

don’t like this idea very much..  
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                                                     P I C T U R E  S T O R Y 

Make up a story about the people and situations in the pictures. 
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                                                                                                                   A N S W E R  K E Y 

GRAMMAR - 15 points 

1. decided, 2.arrived, 3.standing, 4.filling, 5.were walking, 6.was happening, 7.was making,  

8. 'd/had ever watched, 9.'d/had chosen, 10.going, 11.will probably go, 12.is finished,               

13. 've/have seen, 14.'d/had never seen, 15.appears, 16.seeing         8 pts /(0.5 pt each) 

17. looking forward to seeing                                                                                                      

18. If I were you I'd/ would                                                                                                            

19. wish (that) they had come                                                                                                     

20. had had time, I'd/would have   4 pts 

21. had to be filled in                                                                                                                       

22. what the time was                                                                                                                       

23. out of hot water            3 pts 

 

VOCABULARY = 10 points 

1. waterless,  2.irresponsible,  3. illegible,  4. unbelievable,  5. illogical              5 pts              

6. the land ,  7. species,  8. stone,  9.wildlife,  10. young   5pts 

 

READING  COMPREHENSION - 10 points  

1.B,  2.A,  3.D,  4.B,  5.C,  6.D,  7.C,  8.C         8 pts                                                                 

9. seam,  10. quirk,  11. infallible,  12.intrusive    2 pts (0.5 pt each)   

 

LISTENING - 5 points 

1.a, 2.c, 3.b, 4.c, 5.b                                                                      
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